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London Christians go Loopy, Creation Time, Saturday  September 6, 2008 
 
In the autumn Christians have always given a particular emphasis to the benefits 
God’s Creation has given us, and the wider Church has adopted this period as 
Creation Time. 

 
The London Churches Environmental Network (LCEN) aims to encourage Christians 
of all denominations across Greater London to enjoy the wonders of God’s Creation 
which we see in our environment, and to realise that we have responsibilities toward it. 
The LCEN’s programme gives opportunities for Christians to meet, learn from each 
other and share and discuss their experiences. To mark the start of Creation Time, the 
LCEN is planning to circle London by using the London Loop, on Saturday September 
6, 2008. 

 
The London Loop is a 150 mile footpath from Erith to Purfleet via Kingston, along the 
London Outer Orbital Path (hence LOOP), something of an M25 for pedestrians. It was 
established by private individuals and local authorities with vision, with the Countryside 
Commission’s help. It was launched at the House of Lords in 1993 and now has the 
support of Transport for London and all the local authorities through which it passes. 
These authorities have way-marked the route, which can be followed easily without 
losing the way. 
 
The Loop has 24 separate sections, many 4 miles long, with the longest 10 miles. 
These start, finish at or pass stations, so can be accessed by (as whole or part 
sections) public transport without using a car, or needing to return to it after the walk. 
All except one of these stations are within the Travelcard zone. Some sections are 
accessible by wheelchair or pushchair (see 
www.tfl.gov.uk/gettingaround/walking/localroutes/1164.aspx,  London Loop by David 
Sharp, Aurum Press, or separate leaflets on each section). Other sections are more 
challenging, but none need specialist equipment. 
 
The walkers will aim to meet in churches at Old Bexley, West Wickham, Coulsdon, 
Ewell, Hatton Cross, Uxbridge, Moor Park, Elstree, Enfield Lock, Chigwell, Harold 
Wood and Rainham and for two groups to set off from each church, one travelling 
clockwise, one anti-clockwise, to walk to Erith, Petts Wood, Hamsey Green, Banstead 
Downs, Kingston, Hayes (Minet Country Park), Harefield, Hatch End, Cockfosters, 
Chingford, Havering, Upminster and Purfleet. (Provisional programme, subject to 
further discussion.) 
 
To do this, LCEN is seeking the support of local churches, to host a short service at 
the start and end of each leg of the walk, to offer the use of toilets along the route, 
maybe to offer the use of a hall for a group to use for their packed lunch (or provide 



tea or coffee at the church’s discretion), maybe to ring the church bells as the group 
passes, to provide leaders at the front and rear of each group, and to publicise the 
event and recruit walkers from their area. 
 
The aim of the event is for Christians of all denominations, ages, and gender to meet 
together, walk around the city and through the countryside that we care for, in an 
environmentally sound way. We hope to experience the joy of God’s Creation, to show 
that caring for it is a central part of our faith and witness which we take seriously, to 
learn from each other and from any good or bad environmental practice we may see 
during our walk. The event is not intended to be fund-raising and no-one need seek 
sponsors. 

                                                                                                                        
For the walk to happen it will be necessary to find volunteers who will be willing to take 
on co-ordaining role for different parts of the walk. If there is sufficient interest we will 
then meet to plan out the details. If you are interested or would like more information 
please contact: 

 
Rev Barry Goodwin,  
St. Matthew’s House, 
100, George St, 
Croydon, 
CR0 1PJ 

 
tel 020 8256 9637   barry.goodwin@southwark.anglican.org 

 
or 
 

Mick Oliver, 
19, Woodcroft Ave, 
Stanmore, 
HA7 3PT 

 
tel 020 8954 4976   micksheila67@hotmail.com   
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